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Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, Christ to comfort and restore me, Christ beneath me,

Christ above me, Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in mouth of friend and stranger

hen it was evening, He reclined at table with the twelve. And as they were eating, He said, 

“Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” And they were very sorrowful and began 

to say to Him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” He answered, “He who has dipped his 

hand in the dish with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but 

woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that 

man if he had not been born. Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” 

He said to him, “You have said so.”

Matthew 26:20–25

The Lenten season will be with us by 

the time you receive this letter, and 

we who live in my part of the world 

can only hope that all the harbingers 

of springtime will be appearing in 

our gardens. Spring is a season greatly 

anticipated by those of us who live in 

the Chicago-Great Lakes area where 

temperatures and winds in Alaska are 

at times milder than ours! Just now, as 

I write, it is very cold, and a fresh snow 

has fallen, with more expected. But, 

what the season brings with 

it, sunshine or rain, peace or war, joy 

or sorrow, we pray most earnestly 

that all of us enter into as meaning-

ful a Lenten and Easter season as ever 

we’ve known. If so, we will be renewed, 

and through us God will shine more 

brightly, reviving the church as well. 

Perhaps never has the church been in 

greater need of a period of repentance, 

one so profound that revival and 

restoration can in general become a 

reality. We are encouraged as cell 

groups everywhere are uniting in 

intercession for their churches, their 

countries, and the world. Now, as we 

gather regularly to intercede, we can 

sense this unity with others who are 

interceding worldwide, and we know 

that this means there is deep repen-

tance going on in more and more sec-

tors of the church. We are the light of 

the world (Matt. 5:14), as Christ says, 

but only as filled with the Holy Spirit, 

we reflect our Lord and emerge up and 

out of the sinful and irrational stupor 

that has fallen upon what was once 

called Christendom, the Western world.

Dear Ones,
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And He took a cup, and when He had given thanks He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 

for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”

Matthew 26:26–28

In December my eyes alit on a painting 

entitled , done by a young artist 

named Cesar Reyes . Startled by the unique 

perspective from which this scene in our 

Lord’s life is depicted, I remained glued to 

it, drinking in meaning that to this very 

moment I am not capable of verbalizing. In 

this painting of the Lord’s Supper, the faces 

of Christ’s twelve disciples are reflected in 

the Communion cup just as He is proffering 

the bread, saying, “Take, eat; this is 

my body.”

The extraordinary perspective of the paint-

ing lies in the fact that we are seeing this mo-

ment as if we were ourselves within the Cup, 

looking up through the wine of the chalice, 

seeing the disciples’ faces and the hand of 

Christ offering them the bread. Suddenly, 

while engrossed in the scene, I experienced 

myself as looking while seeing, a it were, 

through time, and the sands of time 

seemed to run together, to become one for a 

brief moment as the timelessness of Christ’s 

sacrifice was experienced through the artist’s 

inspiration. I don’t know when, if ever, I’ve 

been more deeply impacted by a painting. 

There is a teaching we never leave out of 

healing prayer conferences: that of learning 

to receive Holy Communion as the early dis-

ciples did—by first taking our places in 

. As I wrote in :

The early disciple raced to the Lord’s Table 

to take once again his place “in the Cup.” 

This was a symbolic action. But it was not 

merely a symbolic one, for in doing this he 

“died” once again with Christ to the sins 

of the world, his own included. He also 

rose with Christ once again in newness of 

life, forgiven and strengthened anew to do 

Christ’s mighty works in the world. This is 

still what makes the Communion service 

the greatest healing service the Church has 

to offer, for when this action is rightly un-

derstood and experienced, forgiveness of 

sins, known and unknown, comes to us.

Holy Communion, of course, is a 

reenactment of our baptisms whereby we 

enter into the water as repentant sinners and 

then rise with Christ in newness of life. 

Understanding this facet of the symbolism 

restores to us the profound way in which 

communing in the Eucharistic Cup is not 

only a reenactment of our baptism, but 

an extension of it. It is, in fact, the way we 

continue to die to the old sinful nature and 

rise in the new. 

One of the several ongoing effects the paint-

ing had on me was that of, in the ordinary 

duties of the day, suddenly experiencing 

Christ proffering the bread as in the paint-

ing, only this time it was to , and I could 

hardly hold back the tears. I remember once, 

when I was a child, my Aunt Maude telling 

me of such an experience. She attended a 

non-sacramental church; yet in awe she told 

 The artist, Cesar Reyes, lives in New York where he is a teacher of sculpture and ceramics. He can reached at cesarereyes@yahoo.com
 The Healing Presence (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2002), ch. 7, p. 91.
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me that as she was praying in the Sunday 

church service, the Lord had given her a 

“spiritual” communion. I sensed then how 

deeply moved she was by such an 

unexpected and precious thing. 

Horror over the sinful state of Judas’s heart 

followed in the wake of these experiences of 

God’s grace connected with the painting. It 

came as a stark reminder of the deafening, 

blinding power of sin in the human heart. 

I scanned the painting, trying to decide 

which one was Judas but couldn’t; and in 

that, Cesar Reyes’s intuition was surely right. 

Traitors seldom, if ever, look the part, at least 

until the memory of their deed has taken its 

toll on their outer aspect. That Judas could 

receive the bread directly from Christ’s hand 

together with His words, “This is my body 

given for you,” and yet immediately go out 

and betray Him struck me anew with the 

awful fact that all of us, apart from faith in 

Christ’s atoning blood, are without remedy 

and under the [see Romans 

3:9]. Judas heard Christ’s words of warning 

spoken directly to him: “Woe to that man by 

whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would 

be better for that man had he not been 

born,” and yet he willfully refused to repent 

and turn from his sin. With the blessed 

bread and wine yet fresh in his mouth, 

Judas chose to be under the rule of sin. To 

take the bread and wine of Christ’s atoning 

presence unworthily, with no intention of 

turning from one’s sin, is a fearful thing to 

contemplate.  Part of the grief in looking 

anew at Judas’s condition is the terrible 

knowledge that throughout much of the 

Western world today churches are packed 

out with sin-sick Christians 

, much less ever 

see it dealt with adequately.

We see in Judas the sin of the first murderer, 

Cain, and of all who prefer their own will 

and sin to the salvation God offers to all 

who will hear and forgiveness for the 

brokenness we are born into. To Adam’s son, 

Cain, the Lord God spoke, saying:

Why are you angry, and why has your 

face fallen? If you do well, will you not be 

accepted? [Hebrew: “will there not be a lift-

ing up of your face?”] And if you do not do 

well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire 

is for you, but you must rule over it.

The Lord God spoke directly to Cain, even as 

Christ spoke to Judas. Yet Cain, in his envy 

and willfulness, immediately “spoke to Abel,” 

his brother, and luring him out into the field, 

killed him.  God again spoke to Cain, con-

fronting him with the fact that his brother’s 

blood cried out to him from the ground, and 

Cain spoke back to God and . Cain to 

the One whom he knew to be an all-seeing 

God. In the service of sin, even the power to 

rationalize, much less the possession of the 

good of reason, slips far away from us.

The closer we draw to Christ, the more 

keenly we know that there is within all of us 

that which could betray Christ—that which 

we all must continually die to in our sinful 

natures—the Judas, the “rat,” that is within 

every one of us. With all our hearts we look 

to the atoning blood of Christ, crying out, 

“Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy on 

me, a sinner.” And we learn to ever and 

always take our places “in the Cup.” 

In Advent and only a week or so before 

seeing the painting, I attended a Sunday 

Eucharistic (Holy Communion) service in 

a traditionally sacramental church. I had 

prepared for and felt a particular need of 

Holy Communion, and had gone in 

greatest anticipation of the Advent sermon; 

for Advent, like Lent, provides special 

opportunities for cleansing and repentance. 

I was totally stunned in the opening 

moments to hear that the sermon and 

the Eucharist were dispensed with, and 

that instead there would be the singing of 

Christmas hymns with choir, orchestra and 

Scripture readings. If someone had punched 

me right in the midriff, the effects upon my 

spirit, soul and body would not have been 

greater. Grieved beyond words, hemmed 

in by others who had come to worship, I 

couldn’t run, the one thing I wanted to do. 

Why do I tell this story? It is to say that the 

knowledge of is often 

found wanting even in fine, traditionally 

sacramental churches today, those where the 

Gospel is yet faithfully preached by priests 

and pastors who yearn to see people set free 

from sin and brought into wholeness. To lose 

that reality is to lose at the very least a large 

measure of , together 

with the power God gives us to see lives 

changed. The sacraments are not just part 

of a calcified tradition that can be jettisoned 

in order to be relevant to a media-soaked 

populace, one containing “seekers” expect-

ing rather than worship a performance. I 

was feeling very bad about the strong, strong 

reaction I had had, and wondering over my 

almost desperate need to flee the service 

when Cesar Reyes’s painting came before 

my view. Thank you, Cesar, for your 

, and for 

your attempts to transpose onto canvas at 

least some of what you saw.  And for my 

readers, I am happy to report to you that in 

the next week or two, the Lord willing, I will 

have a museum-quality reproduction of this 

painting in my home.

To see by Cesar Reyes in color, please visit us on the web at leannepayne.org



Financial gifts to 

Pastoral Care Ministries

PCM Inc. is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit 

organization. All gifts are tax deduct-

ible and PCM sends an acknowledge-

ment of every gift. Upon request we are 

happy to provide a year-end summary 

receipt for donations for tax purposes.

Our Website

The finishing 

touches have been completed to the 

site for the Wheaton PCM School, 

www.PCMSchool.org. It is now pos-

sible to apply online and to access 

information about the conference.

We have recently 

posted a group of articles related to 

the influence of Jungian psychology on 

Christian thought and pastoral care. 

These are of up-most importance for 

those involved in pastoral care and 

spiritual direction.

Wheaton PCM School

We are delighted to be back at 

Wheaton College for our 14th annual 

Pastoral Care Ministry School. This is 

the only PCM School that will be given 

in the United States in 2003. We are 

pleased to have the talents of Carole 

Rosenfarb, of Beth Messiah Synagogue 

(Messianic) in Virginia Beach as our 

worship leader. Note, that it is likely 

that we will run out of rooms in the 

residence halls, and those who wish to 

stay on campus should apply early. 

The deadline for registration is May 30 

and delegates save $75 if they apply 

by May 17.

PCM in the United Kingdom

A Charitable Trust (Registered no. 

1057549) has been established within 

the U.K. to administer the European 

Schools. Those within the U.K. who 

need information or wish to 

support the ministry financially 

should contact Rev. Norman Arnold, 

PCM U.K. Trust, P.O. Box 500, Wood-

ford Green, Essex, 1G8 0YB, email: 

norman@ediblehedge.freeserve.co.uk. 

Outside the USA Leanne’s books and 

other Hamewith titles in English may 

be ordered through Send The Light: 

www.WesleyOwens.com (retail sales) 

and from www.STL.org (trade sales).

Tapes in other languages

In French

Belgium PCM 1996, Beatriz Galliet, 

Jeunesse en Mission, 19 Avenue des 

Ctes, B-1040, Brussels, Belgium.

Also French

PCM 1997, RDF-éditions et 

Cassettes Multicopy, C.P. 93 / 

CH-1816 Chailly, Switzerland, 

fax 021-964-73 83.

In Spanish

PCM, PO Box 1313

Wheaton, IL 60189.

In German

Christa Bernitz, P.O. Box 1511, 27706 

Osterholz-Scharmbeck, Germany, 

fax 49-4791-989109, 

ChristaBernitz@t-online.de.

In Dutch

Rev. Martin Tensen, Freschobaldistraat 

13, 1323 BB Almere, Netherlands, 

martin.tensen@eo.nl.

Resources for 

homosexual strugglers

Desert Stream Ministries

P.O. Box 17635, Anaheim, CA 92817

phone: (714) 779-6899

www.desertstream.org

Exodus International North America

P.O. Box 540119, Orlando, FL 32854

phone: 1(888) 264-0877

www.ExodusNorthAmerica.org
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Chinese [
] Brakthrough 

Publishers, 191 Woosung St., Kowloo, Hong Kong

Danish [
] Scandinavian 

Publishing House, Norregade 32, 1164 Copenhagen, 
K, Denmark

Dutch [
] Gideon, Hoornaar 1990; [

] Kok Voorhoeve, Postbus 5018, 
8260 GA Kampen, The Netherlands, e-mail: 
jhkok@pi.net; These titles [  and 

] also available in Belgium by Uitg. 
Carmelitana, Burgstraat 46, B 9000 Gent, Belgium; 
[

] Navigator 
Boeken, Postbus 18, 3970 AA Driebergen, The Neth-
erlands, e-mail: jhkok@pl.net

Finish [ ] 
Christian Healing Center, Kousankatu 1, 20610 
Turku, Finland, email: eeva.sutien@pp.inet.fi; 
[ ] Päivä Oy, PL 10 13101 
Hämeenlinna, Finland, www.paiva.fi

French [All titles] Editions Raphael, 
Case Postale 1, 1801 Le Mont-Pèlerin, Switzerland, 
email: denis.ducatel@dplanet.ch

German [ ] ISBN 3-89490-
195-0, Garth Medien (1998), Sondereinband; 
[ ] ISBN 3-761548389, 
Neuauflage, Herbst 2002, bei ASAPH; 
[ ] ISBN 3-7615-4893-1, 
Aussaat-Verlag (1999); [ ] 
ISBN 3-931025-32-2, by ASAPH Verlag, 
Luedenscheid; [ ] 
ISBN 3-89490-091-1, Gerth Medien (2001); 
[ ] 
Most titles are available on line from Amazon.de

Korean [ ] Solomon, 470-
1405 Dong Bong Chan, Qwan AK GU, Seoul, Korea

Swedish [ ] HFS 
Förlag, Box 67,S-692-22, Kumla, Sweden; 
or Libris, Box 1402, 70114 Orebro, Sweden

Portugese [ ] Caiza 
Postal 2029, Cep 01060-970, San Paulo, SP, email, 
editorasepal@uol.com.br
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Published by Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, MI, is a special series of books that celebrate our living God—He 

who dwells with and within us and who longs to heal us. These books name the idolatries that are rampant today and show 

how healing can take place. Leanne chose the Scots’ word, , meaning “at home within” or “the road home” as a name 

for these books that seek to help us reclaim the full Judeo-Christian view of reality.

The Broken Image 

Leanne Payne (1981, pp. 176)

Hamewith titles are available from your local bookstore, by phone from Christian Book Distributors 
1-508-531-5050, or online from BakerBooks.com, Amazon.com, or Christianbook.com.

Outside the USA English language editions may be ordered through Send The Light: 
www.WesleyOwens.com (retail sales) and www.STL.org (trade sales)

Real Presence

Leanne Payne (1979, pp. 192)

Crisis in Masculinity 

Leanne Payne (1985, pp. 144)

The Healing Presence

Leanne Payne (1989, pp. 288)

Restoring the Christian Soul

Leanne Payne (1991, pp. 256)

Listening Prayer

Leanne Payne (1994, pp. 264) 

Setting Love in Order

Mario Bergner (1995, pp. 208)

Sheep in Wolves’ Clothing

Valerie McIntyre (1998, pp. 155) 

Homosexuality and the Politics of Truth

Jeffrey Satinover (1996, pp. 288) 

The Practice of Prayer

Robert Warren (2001, pp. 208)
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The speaker, Brennan Manning, 

was impressive. I had read his 

books on grace and healing, and 

attended his meetings that my 

church had sponsored. Still, I felt 

uneasy. , I thought. 

 

Agreed—God embraces us in 

our weakness. But in our wickedness? I wondered about his take on 

sexual purity, especially on homosexuality…

I met with Manning for lunch to pursue these questions. He 

appeared genuinely offended when I expressed my concerns over 

his ambiguous references to homosexuality in his writings. During 

our uneasy meal, he advocated for committed gay couples; he also 

challenged my commitment to a biblical sexual ethic—no sex with 

either gender outside of the heterosexual marital covenant—as 

narrow and uninformed. I shared with him about Desert Stream’s 

commitment to providing safe and powerful opportunities in the 

church for the transformation of the homosexual. My assistant Mark 

Pertuit and I both shared about our own healing journeys. Manning 

dismissed our offering on the grounds that I was not enough of a 

moral theologian to be taken seriously on the issue.

Obviously, Manning and I have a different take on moral authority. 

Mine is derived from a conservative take on Scripture; his base of 

authority is unclear to me. But out of that lack of clarity emerges 

from him (and, sad to say, many like him) a dreadful sentimental-

izing of homosexuality. Strangely, those bound by same-sex tenden-

cies become the “sacred cows” of healers like Manning. Instead of 

embracing confused men and women with truth and grace, these 

ones dance around the struggler, granting him or her an almost 

heroic status. The result is a false compassion that can encourage one 

to identify and act on one’s homosexuality.

Grace without the clear and authoritative truth of Scripture is deadly. 

The goalposts change. We lose the revelation of God’s will for our 

humanity. We are left instead to construct an identity based upon 

 Andy Comiskey

  Founder and president of Desert Stream Ministries located in Anaheim, California, Andy needs little introduction to our readers. Author and minister, 

tireless in the healing ministry, Andy has, in the power and strength of the Lord, accomplished the “impossible” in his lifetime (and he is yet a young man!). 

We look forward very much to his upcoming book entitled .

“The Danger of Grace Without Truth.”

ou have wearied the Lord with your words. But you say, “How have we wearied him?” 

By saying, “Everyone who does evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he delights in 

them.” Or by asking, “Where is the God of justice?”

Malachi 3:1

— Leanne
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Order Information

Name___________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Province/Postal Code/Country ______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________  

Total number of tapes requested ____________________________________________ ($5 per tape)

Amount enclosed (U.S. dollars, check or money order) ____________________________________

Please allow 6 weeks for delivery. 

Orders to be shipped out side the U.S. should add an additional $1 per two tapes for postage 

and send a check or money order in U.S. Dollars.

Do Not Send Tape Orders to PCM
Make checks payable to and mail to: 

[order form]

Foundational lectures by Leanne Payne

___ 200101 God with Us, Part 1

___ 200102 God with Us, Part 2

___ 200103 God with Us, Part 3

___ 200106 “Bentness” vs. Listening to God

___ 200107 Masculine and Feminine

___ 200111 Imagery and Symbol & Garden of the Heart

___ 200112 Renouncing Misogyny and Idolatry

___ 200113 Symbolic Confusion

___ 200116 The True Imagination

___ 200117 The Disease of Introspection

___ 200130 Healing of Memories teaching

___ 200223 The Healing of Memories Prayer (2002)

___ 200122 “On Hope” (with John Fawcett)

___ 199019 The Virtue of Self-acceptance (1990) 

___ 199930 Listening to God in Prayer Cells (1999)

Qty  Topic

Other PCM School presentations

___ 200209  Conlee and Signa Bodishbaugh

Sense of Being Healing (2002)

___ 200110 Jean Holt, The Truth about Co-dependency (2001)

___ 200210  Ita Fischer, 

Healing for Lesbian Neurosis, Testimony (2002)

___ 200224  Valerie McIntyre

Sense of Being and Well-being (2002)

___ 200216 Valerie McIntyre, Overcoming Transference (2002)

___ 200225  Valerie McIntyre

Training for Prayer Ministers (2002)

___ 200204 Mark Pertuit, How the Cross Bears our Pain, 1 (2002)

___ 200205 Mark Pertuit, How the Cross Bears our Pain, 2 (2002)

___ 200208 Mark Pertuit, Breaking the Cycle of Addiction (2002)

___ 200215 Mark Pertuit, Healing for Misogyny (2002)

___ 199401  Jeffrey Satinover

Gnosticism’s Inroads into the Church (1994)

___ 199402 Jeffrey Satinover, Dream Interpretation (1994)

Qty  Topic

F.T.M. Studios
1111 South Pierce St.
Lakewood, CO  80232

email: info@ftmstudios.com



When God defi nes love, He always does 

it in connection with the forgiveness of 

sin…Forgiveness of sin is central to 

Christiantity; it is central to a relation-

ship with Jesus…Pastor Duane S. Feldman

he Lord willing, we will very soon be 

meeting with about 700 of you dear 

ones in Belgium, and with all of our hearts, 

we look forward to being there. We rejoice 

to think of the invocation of Christ’s sav-

ing, healing presence in our midst. As the 

Apostle John proclaimed, 

 (1:17), and we simply 

never cease to be amazed at what God 

does (for ourselves as well as for others!) as 

humbly we come together in Jesus’ name, 

repenting our sins and the sins of our na-

tions. Jesus is the Fountainhead of all grace, 

and that grace continuously fl ows toward 

all who earnestly trust in Him. The great 

old hymns in praise of Christ’s atonement 

for our sin keep coming to mind. One of 

William Wilberforce’s friends and a favorite 

poet of his, William Cowper (1731–1800), 

wrote the following, so greatly blessed of 

the Spirit to many: 

There is fountain fi lled with blood

Drawn from Immanuel’s veins;

And sinners, plunged beneath that fl ood,

Lose all their guilty stains.

The dying thief rejoiced to see

That fountain in his day;

And there may I, though vile as he,

Wash all my sins away.

Dear dying Lamb, Thy precious blood

Shall never lose its power,

Till all the ransomed Church of God

Be saved, to sin no more

E’er since by faith I saw the stream

Thy fl owing wounds supply,

Redeeming love has been my theme,

And shall be till I die.

When this poor lisping, stammering 

tongue

Lies silent in the grave,

Then in a nobler, sweeter song,

I’ll sing Thy power to save. 

Catholics may not be so familiar with the 

above, or with other evangelical favorites 

such as “There is Power in the Blood,” but 

since the early 1300s, praying before the 

Blessed Sacrament, they have sung the ex-

quisitely beautiful Latin motet in praise of 

the same reality—the “Ave Verum Corpus”:

Ave verum Corpus, natum de 

Maria Virgine:

Vere passum, immolatum in cruce 

pro homine:

Cuius latus perforatum unda 

fl uxit sanguine:

Esto nobis praegustatum in mortis 

examine.

O dulcis, O pie, O Jesus Fili Mariae,

Miserere mei. 

(All hail, O true Body, of the blessed 

Virgin born,

Which in anguish to redeem us did’st 

suffer upon the cross;

From whose side, when pierced by spear,

there came forth both water and blood;

Be to us at our last hour the source 

of consolation.

O loving, O holy, O Jesu, 

thou Son of Mary

O have mercy on me. )

We thank God for your ongoing support 

of this ministry. We think you surely must 

have “upped” your intercessions for us, 

for God has greatly strengthened and nur-

tured us. We are deeply grateful to you, and 

to the Lord for the ministry entrusted to us.

 Most sincerely,

 Leanne Payne

 © 2003, Leanne Payne

Pastoral Care Ministry Schools 
for 2003

March 3-7, 2003, Belgium

Pastoral Care Ministry School

01 Fosse d’Outh

Houffalize, Belgium

June 8–13, 2003, Wheaton, IL 

(Chicago area)

Pastoral Care Ministry School

contact:  Valerie McIntyre

P.O. Box 1313

Wheaton, IL 60189

email: registrar@pcmschool.org

phone: (630) 510-0487

8 Leanne Payne / Pastoral Care Ministries Newsletter •  Spring 2003

Leanne Payne Newsletter
RAY WU · (630) 682-4877



our experience of reality. “I feel gay; therefore, I am gay; therefore, 

God blesses my gayness.” This strips the cross of its meaning. Jesus 

died to offer us the way back to the garden; He rose to raise us up 

according to the Father’s will for our humanity. If that truth is lost, 

then grace becomes meaningless; its life-transforming current 

becomes diffused, powerless. The truth of Scripture guides the 

current of grace. Without truth, grace loses its essential, dynamic 

power to transform lives.

For many healers of infl uence, grace embraces the same-sex 

struggler, but is apparently unable to transform him. Certain ones 

have empowered this deception—like Mel White, a former Fuller 

professor and evangelical pastor, who now heads up Soulforce, a 

gay advocacy group. In his biography , White 

portrays himself as a somewhat tragic fi gure whose gay impulses 

compelled him to form multiple partnerships before and after his 

marriage dissolved. 

Friends of his, like the late ethicist Lewis Smedes of Fuller Seminary, 

took up White’s journey into gay liberation as nearly authoritative. 

As a result, Dr. Smedes became profoundly distrustful of students 

like myself who dared to advocate for the healing of the homosexual. 

I would pass Smedes in the hallway; he would look me straight in the 

eye and ask, “How long before you fall back [into homosexuality]?]”

Far more subtle is the infl uence of White upon Philip Yancey. The 

prolifi c writer featured White in his book 

, showcasing White and his friendship with him as a power-

ful example of God’s grace. Though the author does not embrace 

all of White’s choices, Yancey highlights a man who has become the 

most infl uential gay Christian of our day. Inadvertently, the author 

provides an ungodly bridge between a false prophet (White) and 

thousands of readers seeking clarity in the area of homosexuality. 

Perhaps Yancey’s inclusion of White in his book is an example of one 

who has “secretly slipped in among” us in order to “change the grace 

of our God into a license for immorality” (Jude 4).

Grace without truth is deadly. It plays upon our sentiments. “I want 

to be a nice guy. I do not want to give a hurting person any more 

trouble. Didn’t Jesus include the outcasts?” Our desire to be merciful 

is understandable but uninformed. Sentimentalism distorts the es-

sence of the homosexual confl ict; it promotes a dramatic view of the 

self, which only distances the struggler from his cure. 

And it distances one from the real good news of the Gospel. To be 

sure, Jesus fi rst called the religious hypocrites to repentance. But He 

then called His followers to deal forthrightly with their sin (Luke 7:

36–50; John 8:1–12). To ignore the latter is to scramble the witness of 

Christ and to set up vulnerable ones for deception.

Men and women facing profound same-sex vulnerabilities require 

the fullness of grace and truth. Without that fullness, we can readily 

mislead God’s people into powerful deception. What if I had gone to 

a Manning or a White at the onset of my healing journey? Perhaps 

we as Christians are far too naïve in what and who we take in. 

Our Christian world affords us a range of broad infl uences. We 

must ask ourselves: What is this leader’s basis for authority? Is grace 

harmonized with biblical truth? Ask God for discernment; then act 

on it. Be prepared to ask the hard questions. Increasingly, we will 

face well-respected Christian leaders who are deceived and deceiving 

others in the areas of sexuality and homosexuality. We must speak 

the truth in love to them. We do so for their sakes, and for those who 

would otherwise be led astray by them. 

Amid the battles you will face in such truth-telling, share joyfully 

and generously about the healing of the homosexual. If you are being 

transformed in this area of your life, make it known. If you know of 

others who are being set free, make it known. Nothing conveys more 

powerfully the fullness of grace and truth than the transformation of 

the same-sex struggler! What God raises up in the yielded, resolute 

one is nothing less than His glorious image, all through the liberating 

power of grace. True grace. What a message for our day! What a great 

and glorious God we serve. What a privilege to make Him known 

through the testimony of changed lives.

Many live as enemies of the cross of Christ…

Philippians 3:18

For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the 

lustful desires of sinful human nature, they entice people who 

are just escaping from those who live in error.

2 Peter 2:18 

Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom 

of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor 

idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual 

offenders…will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what 

some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctifi ed, 

you were justifi ed in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by 

the Spirit of our God.

1 Corinthians 6:9–11
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by Mark Eddy Smith. IVP, ISBN 0-83082-312-3

The one word that comes to my mind in describing this small (141 page) book is simply . Thanks to the 

imaginative genius of Tolkien, these ordinary virtues, which in the end are the making of any man or woman 

(hobbit, elf or dwarf!), take on mythic proportions in our own imaginations and thereby become all the clearer to 

us. In mining, as Mark Eddy Smith has (a feat I hardly thought ), the simple, ordinary virtues that are at the 

heart of , the author has turned up pure gold for us to see and bless and exclaim over. Weep 

over too. In Mark Smith’s love of goodness, the wisdom that is part and parcel of Tolkien’s great masterwork 

appears to have entered his own heart, and happily, his insights and writing skills are fully up to the task of passing 

on to us not only Tolkien’s but his own wisdom!—and both in turn mined from the same source: Holy Writ. 

 by Kevin Belmonte. NavPress, ISBN 1-57683-354-2 

To see what one man, wholly committed to God and to suffering humanity, can do, this is the book. Is there in 

history a mortal through whom the power and beauty of truth—with its extraordinary power to change people 

and nations for good—flowed to greater effect than through this man? I only regret that this is the first history I’ve 

read of him, and am thankful that it is so comprehensive and readable. William Wilberforce was full of the love and 

wisdom of God, and a righteousness from the very heart of God flowed through his oratory and actions. May God 

in His mercy raise up such as he in this our day. 

 by Dallas Willard. NavPress, ISBN 1-57683-296-1

This is a book on spiritual formation, , and as such it is an extraordinarily potent antidote to all the 

bad books written on spiritual formation and spiritual direction that flood the Christian marketplace today. As 

Dr. Carla Waterman states, 

To rush through this book would be a mistake. Most will read it more than once, and then refer back to it from time 

to time. It is packed with information regarding such important matters as just the heart is, just what the spirit, 

the soul, the feeling being, and —together with all their motions. His unique teaching on the body proved 

to be of extraordinary importance to a friend and colleague of mine. Having suffered polio as a child, she can hardly 

get past that section. Teachers in schools concerned with putting forward a fully Judeo-Christian view of man will 

find this book a very great aid indeed, as will all who counsel and pray for the cure of souls and the healing of bodies.

 by Lisa Beamer

Many of you have read this bestseller, but for those of you who have not, know that this is a book you will be all the 

richer for having read; you simply won’t want to miss it. For weeks after I read it, the blessing from it lingered with 

me. Courage is one of “the ordinary virtues” Mark Eddy Smith catalogues in the lives of hobbits (see above); there is 

absolutely nothing “ordinary” in seeing courage in action in Tolkien’s or in Lisa and Todd’s life. 

, the latest in the series of best-selling Mitford novels by Jan Karon

For sheerest relaxation and joy in reading of “the ordinary virtues” as well as the all-too-ordinary foibles and outright 

sins of the citizens of Mitford, both Christian and pagan alike, we heartily recommend all of the Mitford series. 

TAPES/CD: and by Ravi Zacharias 

The agonizing burden of Ravi’s message is the fact that 

 That, of course, is why monism and gnosticism, the out of which “cheap grace” and the acceptance 

of sexual perversion and license derive (all thriving under the umbrella of New Age doctrine today), find it so easy 

to infiltrate the church. For them, “all is one”—thus good and evil are reconciled. 

Order through www.RZIM.org or phone 770 449 6766; fax 770 729 1729.



The sentimentality we see in connection with “cheap grace” is 

that which always, feeling itself to be loving and “nice,” manages 

to reconcile good and evil. It does so by ignoring the evil in a 

thing, by refusing to name and renounce it. Rather, it focuses on 

the good that is within the person, ideology, or circumstance.  

In our fallen world, evil rarely, if ever, comes in its unmitigated 

state but always together with a good, and with much that 

good as well. Evil comes with “niceness” attached.

In our time, because the scriptural moral good has been denied 

and replaced by (of all things) political correctness, the church, 

inundated with the culture, is largely given over to this kind of 

“niceness,” and it replaces the work of the Holy Spirit; it replaces 

real love; it replaces the idealism that has within it the wisdom 

and knowledge of God’s will and way. 

Mark Jefferson’s essay  is 

helpful in terms of closely defining sentimentality, and I recom-

mend it to those in search of a short but scholarly presentation 

(8 pages in its entirety). The following, shown in italics, are 

quotes from his article: 

[Jefferson’s quote is from Mary Midgley’s essay entitled 

]

Using E. M. Forster’s classic novel, , as an 

example, Jefferson then goes on to show the brutality and evil 

that comes about when 

. 

That literary classic is built around the horror that sentimen-

tality as is capable of bringing about on a 

national and global scale. The novel 

. Moral choice is involved. 

Church leaders are often asked to dialogue with those who hold 

and propagate fictions of innocence. From time to time, I am 

asked to do such. In other words, we are asked to sit at table 

with unreality and reason with it. An impossibility. There are 

many who work tenaciously toward this end. They may even 

think of this activity as being rooted in a valid idealism. For 

example, one person dedicated to this kind of dialogue told me 

that it came out of his idealism and implored me to be part of 

such. I had to tell this very sincere man that what he thought of 

as idealism was not idealism at all, that it was sentimentality. 

A valid idealism (from the standpoint of pointing to truth) 

has a goal other than that of the monistic ideal of bringing all 

things into one, reconciling good and evil. It is in great dialogue, 

that is true, that we persons—principally through 

dialogue with God, then with others. But we do not dialogue 

with darkness, with untruth, with unreality. We reprove it. 

We denounce it. It is said that he who sups with the devil needs 

a long spoon. A very long spoon indeed. In fact, there is not 

one long enough in the created universe. Eve in dialogue with 

the serpent got us where we are. Dialogue with such was the 

effective method used to break down orthodoxy and destroy 

the old-line churches in America. Dialogue with darkness never 

works for good, for it can only be endless. That is the method. 

It never stops. There is no stopping place. The motives behind 

the “cheap grace” that we see today go back to one thing: the 

determination of the enemy to introduce homosexuality and 

sexual perversion and permissiveness into the church. The aim 

of the enemy is to reinstitute the worship of Ahab and Jezebel. 

The “cheap grace” we see today, even and especially that of the 

most clever, subtle sort, has behind it, as stated earlier, the old 

antinomian heresy.
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